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Abstract 

Existing research shows that in South Africa, there are reasons for concern regarding the 

achievements of a large proportion of Grade 6 learners in language learning. The impact of 

this poor language achievement affects their success rates across learning areas and in higher 

grades. It has also been found that historically, Grade 6 boys have achieved and continue to 

achieve lower results than their female peers in national and international language 

assessments. However, boys’ language learning in the Intermediate Phase in South African 

schools is surprisingly under-researched, particularly their writing skills development. This 

study contributes to the existing field of research by using positioning theory to understand 

Grade 6 boys’ writing development. It was an interpretative, qualitative, theory-seeking case 

study that was bound by time (1 year), space (Grade 6 classrooms in two mainstream schools 

in KwaZulu-Natal) and theme (the boys and teachers positioning during the observed writing 

lessons).  Data were gathered from classroom observations and were analysed from the 

perspective of positioning theory. A cycle of the Grade 6 writing programme was analysed. 

Although the teachers followed the same policy statement, it was found that their scaffolding 

approaches within the stages of the writing cycle differed significantly. It was concluded that 
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there are significant links among three key elements: teacher knowledge, teachers’ and 

learners’ positioning in the writing process, and learners achieving the object of cognition in 

the stages of the writing cycle. 
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